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Sen. Jeremiah Denton (R-Ala.) put a bill to 
outlaw the disclosure of US; intelligence op- 
eratives on a fast track'yesterday and ques-. 
tioried. the credentials-' of - thei American Civtt , 
Liberties Union in opposing! the measure- 
Opening a one-day hearing on the bill be- 
fore his Senate subcommittee on security and 
terrorism, Denton deplored the lack of a clear- 
cut-- criminal law to protect CIA personnel 

abroad and denounced -“the insensitivity and: 
moral degeneracy” of those who publish such 
rosters with the avowed aim of undermining 
the agency.- ■ 

“The disclosure of the identity of a covert' 
agent is an immoral act which cannot be tol-r- 
-crated,” Denton saicL: V -A 

\ Jerry Berman and Morton H. Halperin, wit- 
nesses from the ACLU and- its Center for Na- 
tional Security Studies ,/ wer e the only ones' to 
testify against the bill during the four-hour 
session. They said they did not condone “the- 
practice of naming names,” but maintained 
that the real problem is the government’s “fail- 
ure to provide adequate cover for our intelli- 
gence officers abroad.” ■'"’// - • A'. A 

Even if the bill is passed, foreign groups will 
still be able to identify the CIA officers in U.S. 
missions abroad “with a high degree of.accu-, 
racy” Halperin argued.- He maintained that] 
the legislation is not only- unconstitutional but 
is also.“almost entirely symbolic.” Lv; ■ 

In the questioning::- that followed, Denton ; 
said he didn’t hear “any tittering” in the hear A. 
ing room when the two- witnesses described .; 
the ACLU as a “nonpartisan organization” but - 
“I think I would out in the hinteriands.’^f 
Berman defended the. description, saying the 
‘ ACLU takes on controversial cases crossing ■ 
the entire political spectrum in its work of 

“defending the Bill of Rights.” , 7 / 

Denton then brought up July, 1978,. teste- 


mony by Berman on- a proposed chart 
the CIA, in which he recommended that , — 
destine collection” of intelligence ' abroad by 
human means should be prohibited “absent 
; any congressional declaration of war.” ' / 
Berman said this was still the ACLU’s po- 
sition, adopted in light of a repeated pattern 
, of “illegal activities arising from. our covert ca- 
pability” that came to light in the mid-1970s. 
But he also protested that this was not the 
- reason for the ACLU’s opposition to the bill 
thajirwould make it a- crime to publish agents’ 
names, even if the information is gleaned from 
.public documents. K-aL-' '• v 

: h Denton:, said, he still found.it “curious” that 
“men' as intellectual” as Berman and Halperin 

• would not think it in “our interest of self- 
protection^ to engage in espionage and covert 
action when all other major powers do so. 

A He also questioned Halperin about a 1975 
statement before the Senate Intelligence Com- 
mittee in which he maintained that'the United 
/ States should not conduct covert operations or 
covert intelligence collection by human means. 

- ' - Halperin said he : had”- ; had operations 
• “abroad” in mind. In any case, he told Denton, 
“it is not still my current opinion.” 

, ; Following the hearing, Berman told report- 
ers that he felt Denton “showed more interest 
in the intentions and motives of the ACLU 
than in the substance of our testimony. We 
hope we’re not entering into ,a pattern of going | 
■ into motives and intentions.” .: 

\ In other developments at the hearing: - - - 
. / • CIA Director William J, Casey reiterated 

• .his strong support for quick passage of the bill 
; and said he could confirm after just a few 
: months on the job that unauthorized disclo- 
. sures have caused “untold damage.”-Casey also 
-- said he has talked with Secretary of State Al-‘ 

f exander M. Haig Jr. about better cover for 
*; CIA officers abroad and is “getting a high de- 
- gree of cooperation.” He indicated that open 
I' . publication- of the State Department’s Bio- 


contained about who mignc De wording 1 VI tuo 

CIA. . 

• Sen. John H. Chafee (R-RJL), chief spon-, 
sor of the identities protection bill, defended-, 
its lack of a “malicious intent” clause and said 
he was confident it would be held constitur 
tional 

• In an opening statement, Denton voiced 
chagrin that “some of the journalists” who cov*: 
ered his subcommittee’s first hearing bn ter- 
rorism last month “tended to focus on an ap- ! 
parent lack of evidence of Soviet mastermind- 1 
ing of international terrorism.” Denton said; 
that this was “a point of view to which no one 
connected with this hearing has ever subf 
scribed.” He also complained that 'some ac-' 
counts — he did not say , which ones — inac- 
curately described him as having been “sur- 
prised or disappointed” by the lack of such eyi 
idence. . ...... 
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